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Shared Principles & Commitment To
the Education of Children and Youth with Disabilities
The Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates (COPAA) and the Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE) along with the undersigned 860 organizations and individuals affirm our shared commitment to ensuring that children and youth with disabilities receive the education and support fundamental to their growth and development.

We recognize the importance of collaboration in advancing policies and practices that protect the rights of children and youth with disabilities, strengthen families, and support school personnel. These shared principles underscore our dedication to working together.
I. Public education is the cornerstone of a healthy democracy
II. Free, quality public education must be available to every child and youth regardless of a family's situation.
III. All participants (parents and school personnel) should be full and meaningful partners in the education of children and youth with disabilities.
IV. The federal government plays a crucial role in supplementing state funding and in shaping special education policy that ensures equitable access to quality education for students with disabilities. Under federal law, states retain substantial responsibility for the education of children and youth with disabilities.
V. The rights of children and youth with disabilities to a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) is essential to their accessing a meaningful and equitable education and must be maintained and protected through the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
VI. Federal funding under IDEA should be provided at the 40% per pupil expenditure level originally promised by the U.S. Congress to assure states have the capacity to provide needed services and specially designed instruction to students with disabilities.
VII. The U.S. Department of Education should remain an independent agency that is fully staffed and funded to oversee federal laws including IDEA and Section 504.
Council of Administrators of Special Education (CASE): CASE is a non-profit professional organization of choice for
special education administrators and leaders across the country and around the globe. With over 6,000 members, CASE provides leadership to advance the field of special education through professional learning, policy, and advocacy.
Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates (COPAA): COPAA is where the movement for education equity gains its strength. We unite advocates of all forms to defend the civil rights of children with disabilities and their families. With a 3,700+ strong network of parents, students, advocates, attorneys, and allied professionals, we connect and equip those on the front lines through structured learning, community support, and systemic advocacy. Together, our members work to uphold children’s and family’s rights and create environments where every student is seen, supported, and set up to thrive.

National Organizations
AACTE: American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education AASA, The School Superintendents Association
Access Ready, Inc.
AESA, Association of Educational Service Agencies American Association of University Women (AAUW) American Music Therapy Association
American Occupational Therapy Association American Physical Therapy Association
APTA Pediatrics (aka...APTA Academy of Pediatric Physical Therapy) Association of School Business Officials International (ASBO)
Autism National Committee Autism Society of America
Autistic Self Advocacy Network
Autistic Women & Nonbinary Network
Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (CHADD) Clearinghouse on Women's Issues
Coalition on Human Needs CommunicationFIRST
Council for Learning Disabilities
Council of Administrators of Special Education Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates
Disability Belongs
Division for Learning Disabilities of the Council for Exceptional Children (DLD) EDGE Consulting Partners
EdTrust
Education Law Center Feminist Majority Foundation Fighting For My Voice LLC Hope for HIE
I Am Able Foundation
Learning Disabilities Association of America Mental Health Transformation Alliance Muslim Public Affairs Council
National Association of Pupil Services Administrators National Association of School Psychologists
National Center for Learning Disabilities National Council on Severe Autism
National Down Syndrome Congress National Down Syndrome Society National Education Association SynGAP Research Fund
TASH
TDIforAccess
The Advocacy Institute
The Arc of the United States Undivided

State Organizations
Access Living Advocate Together LLC
Autism Alliance of Michigan California Council of the Blind California State PTA
Colorado BOCES Association
Connecticut Council of Administrators of Special Education Disability Rights Maryland
Disability Rights Oregon Education Advocacy, LLC Family Voices NJ
Honesty for Ohio Education
Illinois Alliance of Administrators of Special Education I'm-Possible, LLC
Inclusive Education Project Inter Agency Council
Learning Disabilities Association of Alabama Learning Disabilities Association of California Learning Disabilities Association of Illinois
Learning Disabilities Association of Iowa
Learning Disabilities Association of Maryland
Learning Disabilities Association of New Hampshire Learning Disabilities Association of Texas
Learning Disabilities Association of Virginia
Learning Disabilities Association of Wisconsin Legal Council for Health Justice
Michigan Alliance For Special Education
Michigan Association of Administrators of Special Education Michigan Parent, Advocate & Attorney Coalition (MiPAAC) Minnesota Administrators for Special Education (MASE)
Missouri Council of Administrators of Special Education Missouri Disability Empowerment Foundation
New Jersey Education Association Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy
Oregon Association of Education Service Districts (OAESD)
S.C. Appleseed Legal Justice Center SPAN Parent Advocacy Network
Special Education Equity for Kids in Connecticut (SEEK) Texas Parent to Parent
The Arc of Nebraska
The Autism Society of Nebraska
The Center for Children's Advocacy
Vermont Council of Special Education Administrators
Local Organizations
Ability Votes
Advocacy Unlocked LLC Advocate Tip of the Day Advocate to Educate Alianza Unilateral Por FAPE
All About the Child Advocacy Arlington Special Education PTA, VA Autism Delaware

Autism Resolvers
Center for Advancement of NEXTGEN Deaf Center for Self Determination, Inc.
Center for Self Determination/Children’s Advocacy Project Champion Initiative, LLC
Charting the Course
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City Schools Creative Advocacy Solutions for Education
Down Syndrome Association of Tulsa (DSAT)
Educational Resource Group of Greater Washington Effective IEPs & 504s
EmpowerED Advocacy
EmpowerEd Psychological Services EPIC Advocacy and Consulting Exceptional Advocacy, LLC
FIRSTwnc
Gillis Education LLC got advocacy llc
GROW Initiative GA Hartlieb & Horste, LLC Havensight Law
HER Wingspan
Inclusion Advocates
Inclusive Education Project Inspire Education
IRIS Behavioral Health Services LLC
Kentucky Educational Development Corporation
L. E. A. D. Learn Empower Advocate Discover Lake Agassiz Education Cooperative
Law Office of Richard J Murphy, PLC Legal Council for Health Justice Main Line Special Needs Parents Matt Cohen And Associates LLC
Moms for Liberty Horry County, SC
Neurodiverse Education Advocacy Team, Wallingford School District, PA New Hartford Public Schools
Options & Advocacy for McHenry County, IL Options and advocacy
Our Dyslexic Children Michigan Palmetto Education Connection
Parent Education for Exceptional Children Parent Empowerment in Special Wducation Parents Helping Parents, Inc.
Professionals in Learning Disabilities and Special Education Qualequity Access, LLC
Regional School District 13, CT
Resolutions in Special Education, Inc. SBES, Inc.
SOS4Students Special Mommie Life SpEducational
Taking Action for Special Kids The Arc Community Advocates The Arc of Larimer County

The Big Dream Project LLC
The Magnolia Rose Foundation for Autism Acceptance The RILEY Project
TSD SSPAC
Tulalip Office of Civil Legal Aid
Uvalde Southwest Neighborhood Association Villarraga Education Consulting
VITAS vocational individualized training advocate services NFP


Individuals
Perla Abraham Jennifer AbuAwad Evelyn J. Acevedo Deanna Adamo Shelly Agostine Hannah Agoston Erica Aguilar
Tracy Ahlness Mehdi Akacem
Hakim Ben Alaya Andrew Albers
Jacquie Albright Nicole Alger Allen
Shemica S. Allen Amy Allen Fatima Alleyne Ingrid Alpern
Tonia Anderson Ruskin Lauren Anderson Molly Andrews
Jenny Arndt Anita A. Artis Andrea Ashley Debbie Atlas Karri Axtell Stefanie Babits Judy Bailey Amanda Bailey Mary Baker Ruth Bakken
Christian Ballard Katie Ballard Cathy Balto
Christie Barker Ashley Barlow Robert Barnett Ana Barnett Jennifer Barrett



Robin Beauchemin
Alexandra Beautyman Chase Beckerman Dawn Belcher Neufeld Arlene Bell
Jonathan Berguno Fred Berguno Jennifer Bernheim
Michelle Bethke-Kaliher Abbey Bielefeld
Meghann Bierly
Brandi, Billings-Wilkerson Roberta Biscan
Danielle Bischoff Sara Bitter
Kelli Blevins Tarah Blum Tarah Blum
Annalisa Boerner Lori Bolnick
Julia Bookbinder Rachel Boone Erin, Bose
Katy Bosserman Dorothée Bouquet Merrily Bowers
Joan Bowers
Kristie Bowie-Young, M.Ed
Alexis Boyden Irma Brasseur Meredith Braxton
Samantha Briggs Knichel Wendy Brooks
Natalie Brown Danielle Brown Adrienne Burns Elizabeth Bushey Butler



Johanna Buxton Meghan Byrne Christina Cabral Kandi Calder Sheila Caldwell Adam Callaghan
Amanda Campbell Isabella Cangiolosi Kathleen Cannino Darbi Carbone
Lisa M. Carey
Colleen Carlson Amy Carlson
Lisa Carway Penni Case
MacKenzie Casey Alison Cassels
Melissa Castaneda Jacqueline Castillo Kathy Castner
Amy Catling Ellen Chambers
Julia Chaney Faughn Mia Chase
Lisa Cheney
Rachel Chidester Jeannine Childers Jenn Choi
Jen Chong Jewell Sipala, Christine Jill Chuckas Lauren Cipriano Maeve Clancy Kara Clarke
Sebastian Cline Miles Cline
Melissa Cline David Cline Ana Co

Jessica Cochran-Kelly Diane Coffey
Scott Cohen Yael Cohen Lindsey Cole Sara Collette
Aimee Combs Natalie Cooper
Diane Cooper-Gould Kimberlee Coronado Jenn Corsink
Beth Cosentino Lindsay Crain Jenny Crosby
Cherylynne Crowther Michelle Cuka
Joann Cummings Randi Curtis
Alicia, Czerwinski Stefanie Daberkow Mary Dail
Dana
Colter, Daniel Lisa Darveaux Rhea Davis Danielle Davis
Lateefa Dawkins Kelly de la Torre Anna Defrancesco Marie DeHart
Katrina, Delaney Dawn DeLorenzo Sharman Dennis Jessica Diamond Natalie DiDente Claudia Dinardo Kathryn Dobel Dawn Dockey
Jacqueline Dominick Cherie Dorreen
Cristina Dorta Laura Doto Jennifer Dougherty Rebecca Doughty Erin Driver
Cindy Duch Charlotte Dudley Kelly Duenckel
J. Dupas

Jodi, duquette Paul Easter Barbara Ebenstein Jeff Eckert
Jamie Edwards Cheri Edwards Tamika Egharevba Paul Eisenberg Deborah Ezbitski Vanessa F Stephen Fahey
JoAnna Marie Fajardo Van Brusselen
Ruth Falco Angela Ferreira Sasha finch Carrie Fiorina
Jake Fishbein
Gretchen Fishman Paige Fitzgerald
Ann Marie Fitzpatrick Karen Fleetwood Shannon Flegel
Mary Anne Fleury Nicole Flores
Lisa Flores Katherine Foley
Amanda Fontana Stephanie Ford Karen Ford Cull Eileen Freund Jenna Friedman
Jacqueline Frost-Hodny Magdalena Fuentes Maria Fuentes
G.
Stacey Gahagan Carrie Gamet daniel garza Orit Gately
Sara Geissler Victoria George Victoria George
Bridget Geraghty Carrie Gerlando Chris Gerlando Maria Giancotti Kathleen Gibson Jamie Gillette

Mary Beth Gilliland Ginger
Maria Giorgione Kimberly Glassman Angela Gleason
Todd Gluckman Rosetta Goddard Antoinette Goins
Jean Gonsier-Gerdin Dianne Gordon
Amanda Gossman Jessica Grandas Laura Gravenor Daryl Greenwood Sara GreLik
Adrienne Groman Maria Guardado
Julia Gumina Nina Gumkowski Kathleen Hackett Emily Hale
Norm Hall
Elisabeth Hall Samuel Haller Beverly Hamilton Dawn Hamilton Courtney Hansen Melissa Hanson Pam Harbin Autumn Harper Mary Harrison-Cunningham Kathryne Hart
Ramona Hattendorf Adriana Haugen
Nikki Hawkins Melissa Hayes
Reyna Hernandez Marcella Hipple Marcie Hipple
Jess Hissam Currey Hitchens Erin Hoffman
Melinda Holifield Lee Ann Holland Michele Homfray Tanishia Hubbard Cyndi Hunley Natarsha Hunte

Brandis Hurt Vikki Hutto
Mimi Huybers Karen Hyde Shannon Iacobacci Jennifer Iles
Mary Ingram
Teassa Jackson Lawson, Jaclyn Heather Jacobs Melissa Jarvis
Samantha Jefferson Vanessa Johnson
Patricia Johnson Howey M.Jur
Miranda Johnson Lucas Johnson Florence Johnson Amy Johnson Tina Jones
Christine Jones Kristi, Jones Amelia Jones
Alyssa Jorgensen Ivy Jorgenson
Elizabeth Kabbes Claudette Kafor Carole Kagan Laura Kaloi Lynda Karl
Jeffrey S. Katz, Ph.D. Jessica Kepich
Elaine Keswick Laura Keyes
Megan Kim
Julianna kim Janet Kimble Susan King Sandra Kioi Jennifer Kise Stacey Klein Bonnie Klein
Shannon Klement Sarah Klinkowitz Paula Kluth
Kelly Knapik Angela Kniery Jennifer Kocher Margaret Kohn

Marye-Heather T. Kolbly Kathy Kornely
Carol Kosnitsky Jennifer, Kraft Brandi Kreuger Sujit Kurup Pam Labellarte Kim Lain
Anastasia Lambert Jenny Lancaster Erin Langley
Laurie
Robin Lawler Pavia Emily Lincoln
Tara Lindstrom
Jordan Lindstrom Marcie Lipsitt Stephanie Little Xin Liu
Deborah Lombardi-Aiello Brittany Long
Lisa Lopatofsky Ilana Lopez
Jacob Lorfing Heather Luke Heather Lull Susan Lund Emily Luth
Elizabeth, Luttrell Tabitha lynch
Jennifer Lynn Swanson Jennifer Mac Farlane Heather MacDonald Susan Macintyre Jennifer Malqui
Myrna Mandlawitz Salina Mann
Megan Mansker Weiss, Marcia Andrea Marcus Debra Marino
Heather, Marsh Taylor Marshall Julia Martin
Joan Martin Sharon Marzocco Cathy Mason
Zoe Masters Jaime Matias

Stephanie Matthews Cynthia Maurice Ellen Mavriplis
Calli Mayotte
Mikewa Mbeche Ayieta Mbeche Ashley McCandless Kelly McClean Yvette McCoy Kimberly McCray Kayla McDonogh Marie McGarry Ginger McGill
Kristie McGuire Candice, McKinley Barbara McLean Mary McNamara Toni Medina
Angelica Medrano Maggie Mefford Shari, Mensink Catherine Merino Reisman
Kathleen Metcalfe Kelly Metner
Allison Meyerson Allyson Milinski Jeanna Miller
Sheri Mills Kelley Mindrup Karen Misher Ana Molina
Paw Moo
Elise Moore Marilu Morales Beth Mortl
Michelle Moss Stephanie Moss Allison Mott Nagla Moussa Tanya Munford Jennifer Murdock Renee Murphy Sara Murray Laura Nata
Christine Neilsen Vanessa Nevarez Crystal Ng
Nicole Nicholas

Jennifer Nicole Alameda Heidi Nistler
Katie Nix Winter Noe Sarah Norfleet
Miriam Nunberg Erin O'Connor Allyson O'Hara
Samantha Okazaki Darcie Olexia Carolina Oliva Shannon Olsen Kayla Olson
Jerin Olson Larry Opinsky
Martha Orbovich Kim Owens
Lisette Padilla Tina Painter
Rosemary N. Palmer Klarida Papajani Mindy Parker
Mindy Parker Kiera Parpart
Samantha Patterson Mary Patton
Piper Paul Becky Pauldon Stacy Paulsen Janelle Pavlat Bryant Pavlat Franklin, Peggy Mary Peitso Kelli Pepper
Melba Perez Berguno Jennifer Perez
Quinn Perkins Karen Petersen Sean Pevsner Carol Pevsner Van Pham Candace Phelan Jennifer Pineyro Wendy Pizer
Kylee Porter Anjalina Porter Misty Powers Jen Powers Alge Janet E. Preston

Janet Preston Andrea Price Joan Proper
Courtney Pugh Missy Purcell Carol Quirk Chelsea Racey Tricia Rafeedie Amy Raffelson Sandra Ramirez
Desiree Rammon Maria Ramos Christina Raptis Sara Rast
Jean Rauscher Jennifer Reese Sarah Remes Sydney Rendel Alicia Reneé Andrea Renner Lindsey Rhodes Sara Richards
Lauren Richardson Lisa J. Richer Cynthia Rick
Vanessa Ridgeway Sandra Rigsbee Erika Riordan
Leticia Rivera Erin Roady Emily Roberts Robin
Michael Robinson Bennett Rodick
Michele Rogers Jodi Rollins Erin Roma Shelley Rosa
Erin M. Roselle Poe
Alexandra Rosenblatt Roberta Rossman
Jenness Roth Eimear Roy
Nicole Rudnicki Judith Ruffulo Erin Rupolo Jennifer Russell
Rebecca Sabatino Donna Sabel

Deborah Saddler Molly Saenz
Heather, Sage Demetrice Sampson-Hollis
Tiery Samuels Beth Samuelson Celia A. Sanchez Crystal Sanford LaTasha Santos Sara
Ingrid Sarmiento Nora Saunders Diana Savit
Nicole Schlechter Tanya Schlegel Rachel Schmidt
Katherine Schrock Stephanie Schuler Joseph Schunk
Justine Scott Ashlee Scott Sarah Seigel Benjamin Serak Jan Serak, MS
Nicole Shaddox Ramos Hira shah
Elizabeth Shaler Cooper Tara Shenson
Kelly Sherrill Ellen Shores Diana Shotko Sandra Shove Jenny Shumate Cris Shupin
Melissa Sieders Jessica Silber
Rachelle Simons
Mimi Sinclair, MM, M.Ed Cassandra Sines
Jamie Singleton Robert D. Skeels Loren Smalley Jr. Tish Smith
Sandy Smith Cherise Smith Miranda Spindel Michelle, Starr Kimberly Steele

Linda Steele
Johnathan Steinbach, JD Melissa Stenke
Pepper Stetler Whitney Stevens Sharon Storch Jill Storch Sturdivant
Stephanie Subedi Laura Sullivan Laura Sullivan Merritt, Suzanne Elyse Swenson Holly Sylvester Tanya Tacker Tiffany Tangel Kayla Tantlinger Darion Taylor Garynisha Terrell Sara, Terry
Cheryl Theis
Niceta Thomas Karen Thompson Arianne Thompson Jennifer Thornton Stacey Tie
Dr. Timothy John McCarthy Metha Todd Torin Togut
Erin Toninato Tracey Tozier Amy Trail
Thao Tran Thuy Tran
Sarah Turner Stocky Shanta Tyrone Angela Tyszka
Janet Uher Sierra Vallin
Amy Van Bergen Amy Van Lew Carrie VanBuskirk Delaura Vaughn Britania Vazquez
Jessica Vestal Milagros Vicente Temisha Victorian Equilla Victorian

Emily Villamar-Robbins Dixie Villarraga
J Vincent Vivolo
Miranda von Litolff Anne von Payr
Lindsey Wabnitz Melissa Waggner Cheree Waldon Tracy Wallace Brenda Walsh Andrea Walsh Sarah Walter
Tasha Wang Toby Ward Jeremy Ward Shari Washburn Julie Weatherly Janell Weaver Judy Wells Teresa Werner Lauren White
Nechole Whitlock Davyn Whitman Kristen Whitmer
Jane Whitney Kristen Wilker Regan Wilkes Krista Willaman Diane Willcutts Angie Willey
Tranettea Williams Stephania Williams Christyana Wills
Josephine Wilson Celeste Winders Emily Winsor
Nicole Wodoward Phyllis Wolfram Emily Wollak Jenna Woloshyn Marcelina Woods Melinda Woods Ramona Wormley Heather Wright Kristina Yacks
Rika Yamamoto Karen Yunker
Dr. James and Ann Yurcek

Dawn Yuster
Elizabeth Zielinski Jordyn Zimmerman Barbara Zwick
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